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The Front Cover        By local artist and parishioner, Mary McGrane-Pang. 

“Having recently taken up watercolour painting, I have a keen interest in architecture, the photo the painting is based on  contained lots of 

elements and techniques to practice.  It has an Eastern European feel, the ornate style of building and cyclists.  I enjoyed painting this even 

though I had moments where I felt I’d made many mistakes… but then I look back at the finished painting and I’m delighted with the results.   

Painting during lockdown has been quite therapeutic, having a few hours to switch off, transport myself mentally to anything, or anywhere, 

I like, its liberating.” 

mailto:zjlightfoot@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL  by Zoe Lightfoot 

Letters to the Editor 

We have had some wonderful feedback from parishioners over the last few months – cheering us on and keeping us 
going. Thank you for all your support. 

“I was very impressed by the Summer 2020 Parish 

Magazine. What a note of hope to cheer us up in the 
midst of all the dim and gloom of COVID 19!                                                                                         
Rozi’s excellent colourful fish on the front cover was 
followed by John Sexton’s VE day afternoon tea 
provided by Ollie and then Elizabeth Wallace    
forming her WhatsApp group with neighbours she 
had not met before.                                                                                                                                              
We read about Martine Young with her thoughts on 
Lockdown and rescuing a baby blue tit and her     
famous cake baking, photos of children coping with 

the lockdown, Audra Schlachter navigating her way 
in a kayak for CAFOD, Kim Valente doing a fun run 
for Shooting Stars and finally Claire Dunn believing 
in Better, and Frances Francis quoting Francis of     
Assisi – which Margaret Thatcher quoted when she 
won the election in 1979!                                                                                                    
Keep up the good work Zoë we needed this colourful 
magazine to remind of the good times and socialising 
pre COVID 19 and coping despite the lockdown. We 
will return but we will not be like Fu Manchu!                                                                               
Regards Thereza” 

“What a brilliant and upbeat summer edition. A pleasure to 
read. Thank you to you and to your team, such a great job.” 

“Thank you so much for all you do in producing this very good and welcome magazine which is a great credit to 
our parish.” 

“Congratulations on getting the magazines out, both the Easter and the 

“I loved the new magazine and the editorials 
were fabulous.” 

“Thank you to you and 
your Team for putting 

“Each magazine you produce seems better than the 
last. Keep it going.” 

The God Who Speaks: Year of the Word initiative seeks to celebrate, live and share God’s word          

creatively, to break down barriers to the Bible, and to enable Catholics around the country to get the 

most out of the Scriptures. It comes, as a result of a partnership, between the Catholic Church, in         

England and Wales and the Bible Society and runs between the 30th September and the end of 2020. 

Why 2020? The year 2020 sees the 10th anniversary of Verbum Domini, the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope 

Benedict XVI on The Word of the Lord. The year 2020 is also the 1,600th anniversary of St Jerome’s death. 

These serve as strong indicators for us to embark on a creative and deeper engagement with the Holy 

Scriptures across the life of each  diocese. 

Of course, they could not have foreseen the challenges that lay ahead in 2020, when the date for the 

scheme was set. The ways in which we communicate with each other and the church have been altered, but certainly no less 

meaningful.  And just as there are many different ways to engage with God, there are also many different ways to approach 

our relationship with the Bible; whether personal or as part of a group or whether for five minutes a week or an hour a day. 

One formula does not fit all. With the absence of foreign travel, entertainment venues and other distractions, there is so much 

time to sit quietly and reflect with the scriptures, so let’s make the most of it before we reverse back to our former hectic 

schedules.  

Our parish has certainly been working hard to fulfil the values of celebrating, living and sharing God’s Word. Through a         

collective vision and a wonderful array of submitted themes from parishioners, we once again have a unique and inspiring   

issue. It reflects our faith as well as the great riches of our spiritual    history and traditions. Thank you all.  

God Bless,  Zoe 

More information about The God Who Speaks: Year of the Word: 

Visit: www.cbcew.org.uk. 
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Everything has its time. I have al-

ways marvelled at the seasons, and 

the way that the world changes 

around us. Autumn is a time of par-

ticularly marked change, whereby 

the hours of daylight decrease, all 

that was green now changes to rich 

hues of red, yellow and brown. 

There is a beauty about it but also the smell of decay in the 

air if you go out for a walk in the countryside. Although it is 

all part of God’s great creation, and we know that all that is 

good, there still seems to be a feeling of ending, of things 

shutting down. Of course, the good news is that under the 

fallen leaves lie the bulbs and shoots that we will enjoy in the 

Spring, but that seems a very long way off for now. 

I write this just as the government has announced that we 

seem to be heading for a second wave of the Covid-19 virus 

sweeping across the land. After a summer of hope and for-

ward looking, with relaxed restrictions being enjoyed, we are 

now being told to rein it all in again. Another example of  

seasons in life.  

Ecclesiastes Chapter 3, verses 1 to 8 talks us through the  

seasons of life – “For everything there is a season, and a time 

for every matter under heaven…” (Eccl. 3:1) I won’t quote it 

all here, there’s not space, but pick up a Bible and read it. 

Very topical, but don’t forget to read it in context! 

Although the Church is open for Mass and private prayer, we 

are looking at launching a number of exciting new initiatives 

online. A lot of our catechetical and educational programmes 

lend themselves well to running online via Zoom, and you 

won’t have to come out in the cold! Keep an eye on the 

newsletter, website and magazine for details. 

Pray also for our brothers and sisters who have been thrown 

into fresh confusion and worry with the latest announce-

ments regarding employment prospects and the future as the 

furlough scheme comes to an end. Many are affected and 

need support. 

Enjoy the Autumn – there is much to enjoy – and stay safe. 

Deacon Russell writes 

 

Celebration in Lockdown by Mary McGrane 

During lockdown we had three birthday celebrations in my 

family! 

My husband had a BIG birthday and any plans we had for a 

surprise party were scuppered, so I plotted another idea.  

With so much connectivity I asked all his friends and family to 

send me a video message to wish him a happy birthday, as 

well as a few photos.  Everyone came up trumps and I edited 

a pacey little piece to show him people were thinking about 

him. I did it, thanks to an instructive career in editing, and 

well because …what do you buy the man who has everything 

and is quite ‘particular’ about what he might need. As he was 

working from home, I had to be very covert in my work, but I 

managed it and the children even managed to keep a secret. 

It certainly paid off as he was deeply touched and really    

appreciated it. 

For my daughter’s 6th Birthday we couldn’t have a party with 

her friends so I promised her an ‘afternoon tea’ 

So, I had to don my baking hat and whip up some special 

treats... a Vicky sponge was not going to cut it in this          

scenario. 

So I baked up a storm: carrot cake (thanks Nigella), scones, 

chocolate brownies and as I ran out of eggs -Vegan            

macaroons. Thankfully they all worked- nothing burnt, every-

thing looked similar to their cookbook pictures and she was  

delighted. Again, I asked the parents of the children in her 

class to send her a happy birthday greeting.  

Lots of the children sang happy birthday in lots of different 

languages: Slovenian, Spanish, Italian, Polish and Irish, which 

looked great when cut together with pictures of her through 

her 6 short years including a video of her at 3 telling me I  

mismatched her sippy cup lid ....silly mum! 

She was delighted with the cakes and video and even had a 

little tear when she saw her school friends that she hadn’t 

seen for 3 months... that's a long time when you’re 6! 

Then it was my birthday (I won’t say how old but not too  

significant) when my husband and eldest daughter usually 

bake. Except the oven broke a few days before! So I resigned 

myself to the fact I wouldn’t be eating cake this year- not a 

bad thing- and let myself slip quietly under the Birthday    

radar. 

But I was pleasantly surprised by my ‘Bear Grylls’ husband 

who found a recipe for a wok steamed chocolate cake.   

And not just one layer but two, sandwiched with chocolate 

ganache and decorated with hazelnuts.  A birthday cake    

miracle! Even though my husband is not catholic he should be 

beatified!  

So all in all sugar saved the day! 
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‘Let us return to the Eucharist with joy’ by Fr Simon  

The Mass is akin to the ‘heartbeat’ of our faith – the Living, beating, presence of Christ in our midst – throughout time until the 

consummation of human history.  It marks the rhythm of our lives touching the deepest moment of joy and loss – and also 

marks the rhythm of our daily life  from Sunday to Sunday as the Christian community is called to gather to keep the Lord’s Day 

– witnessing to the reality that He, Jesus, is Risen and that He is Lord.  From that first gathering in the Upper Room in            

Jerusalem for 2000 years the Mass has built up the Christian community, making present the reality of Christ’s saving death 

and resurrection.  To know the Mass is to know our history and our future – from times of difficulty and distress in the         

catacombs of Rome to the gulags of Soviet Russia and Nazi Germany to the greatest moments of human joy the Catholic 

‘instinct’ has always been to turn to the Mass and to experience the promise of Christ that where two or three are gathered in 

my Name there I will be in their midst.   

Throughout history there have been outbreaks of disease and illness affecting both local communities and larger areas of   

population.  Inevitably these have disturbed our rhythm of life as Christians.  Churches have been closed, even before Covid19, 

and our ability to attend Church and celebrate Mass has been affected in previous generations. In the Divine economy this has  

always allowed us to draw more deeply into the meaning and reality of the Mass - to come to value more deeply this most 

precious gift of Christ Himself –  the Sacrament and Sacrifice of His Body and Blood.  

Here are just a few points from the letter entitled: Let us return to the Eucharist with joy!:  

 The importance of gathering together: God calls us together - into community. Humanity is relational, reflective of God 

who is a relationship of persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The earliest Christians met in each other ’s homes (the 

‘domestic’ Church) and when persecution ended and freedom of worship was permitted they immediately built places 

of worship allowing the Christian community to gather in a public. In that spirit: ‘The Christian community has never 

sought isolation and has never made the Church a city with closed doors’.  Physical buildings and places are vital as 

places of refuge and as a place where the family of Christ can gather to meet and worship.  

 

 The letter highlights some useful spiritual dispositions to carry us forward.  This time of Lockdown it calls a time of    

Eucharistic fasting that is useful for us to rediscover the beauty and immeasurable preciousness of the Mass. In that 

spirit we are invited to return with a purified heart, a renewed amazement, and an increased desire to meet the Lord, 

to be with him, to receive him and to bring him to our brothers and sisters with the witness of a life ‘full of faith, love 

and hope’.  

 

 The document draws from our history, Christian men and women of Abitinae,  North Africa, in the fourth century were 

given a choice : stop going to Mass or face a death sentence. To this they answererd ‘non possumus’ (we cannot!).  We 

cannot live without the Mass, we cannot live our lives as Christians without the banquet of the Eucharist and without 

the Christian community. We cannot be without the Lord’s Day, without Sunday which gives light and meaning to all our 

days.  

It is in that spirit that the Vatican has written a letter to all of us encouraging us to use this moment to deepen our faith and 

commitment 

Let us then continue to make use of all the spiritual resources given us via ‘Live streaming’, Adoration, prayer at home and 

within the family and  school but most of all when we are reasonably able and respecting all the guidelines to protect ourselves  

and each other ‘Let us return to the Eucharist with joy! 

“Let us return to the Eucharist with joy”, Vatican, 15 August 2020, Robert Cardinal Sarah. 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/ 

Dear Editor,          

I would just like to record my thanks to all the parish staff and volunteers who work so hard to keep St.   
Dunstan’s open for the celebration of Mass and other services seven days a week.  Their perseverance and 
dedication in the face of burdensome rules and regulations is greatly appreciated.  Even though we do not see 
them in action very much we know that behind the scenes much is being done.  Without 
them we could not keep our Parish alive with the usual Mass schedule each day especially 
Sundays. So thank you all. My first prayer as I enter our beautiful church will always be for 
you.                              John Sylvester.  
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hlewis@arthurlegal.co.uk 

Tel:    01483 222499 

Fax:   01483 222766 

Web:  annaarthur.com 

 

By Appointment Only 

There is office parking 

(By Prior Arrangement)  

Divorce & Separation 

Child Contact & Finances 

Co-Habitation Agreements 

Residential Conveyancing 

Company Matters 

Commercial Property 

Wills, Probate & Trusts 

Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Solicitors 
Anna Arthur & Associates  

Fieri, Facias House, High Street 
Ripley, Surrey, GU23 6AF 

mailto:hlewis@arthurlegal.co.uk
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Celebrate All Saints Day 

On the 1st November the Church celebrates All Saints' Day, (also known as All Hallows' 

Day, Hallowmas, the Feast of All Saints, or Solemnity of All Saints), a solemnity            

celebrated in honour of all the saints, known and unknown. 

 In honour of this wonderful day, here is a collection of nominated   favourite saints. 

Which is your favourite  

To read the Litany of Saints visit: https://www.walsingham.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2020/03/

Litany_of_Saints_and_Martyrs_of_England.pdf  

or to hear it being sung visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kId0NBvNiCk  

St Joseph by  Karin Harvey 

My favourite Saint is Saint Joseph. I was born on his Feast Day (19th March) and my second name is    

Josephine. 

For me Saint Joseph embodies love, care and protection. Little is written of him in the Bible, but what is 

reveals a man of faith, courage, commitment and total love for Mary and Jesus. 

Saint Joseph is the Patron Saint of the Family, unborn children, carpenters, immigrants, travellers,     

workers and for a happy death, to name but a few. In 1870 Pope Pius IX declared him to be both Patron 

and Protector of the Catholic Church. 

Saint Joseph pray for us... 

 St Marguerite-Marie Alacoque was a 

French nun at the Visitation convent in 

Paray-le-Monial, who had been devot-

ed to the Blessed Sacrament from an 

early age.   

From the age of twenty she experi-

enced visions of Jesus and on 27th           

December 1673 she began a series of 

revelations that would continue for a 

year and a half.  In these, Jesus told her that she was His     

chosen instrument to spread devotion to His Sacred Heart.  He 

instructed her in what would become known as the Nine    

Fridays and the Holy Hour devotion and asked that the feast of 

the Sacred Heart be  established.   

St Marguerite-Marie initially met with some opposition, but 

had the support of St Claude La Colombière, the community’s 

confessor and when Mother Melin was elected Superior she 

named Marguerite-Marie as her assistant and later Novice 

Mistress.  St Marguerite-Marie saw the convent observe the 

feast of the Sacred Heart privately, beginning in 1686, and two 

years later a chapel was built at Paray-le-Monial to honour the 

Sacred Heart.  Soon the observation of this feast spread to 

other Visitation Convents and the devotion was officially recog-

nised and approved for the universal Church by Pope Clement 

XIII in 1765, seventy-five years after her death.  Along with St 

Claude La Colombière and St John Eudes she is one of the 

Saints of the Sacred Heart.     

Why is St Marguerite-Marie special to me?   My grandmother, 

great-grandmother and cousin were all named after her and I 

have been increasingly drawn through her to devotion to the 

Sacred Heart.  When I was choosing my Confirmation name, I 

hesitated over a few different saints but the family connection 

led me to Marguerite-Marie.  It was only after I had chosen her 

that my sponsor pointed out to me that her feast day (17th 

October in most countries, although 16th in England!) was the 

same as my birthday.  Who am I to argue with the Holy Spirit?! 

St Marguerite-Marie Alacoque by Claire Dane 

 St Lucy lights the way for me, and not 

just because her name means light. She 

was born at the beginning of the fourth 

century and her feast day is on the 13th of 

December. 

She lived in Syracuse, a town on the    

Italian Island of Sicily. Her father was wealthy so the family 

were happy, however, the happiness did not last long because 

when Lucy was five her father died leaving the family with no 

protective guardian – leaving them to fend for themselves.  

The main reason Lucy inspires me is because she devoted her 

life to God from a very young age and put her trust in Him just 

like we should put our trust in each other.  

St Lucy  by Isabelle, aged 10 

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2020/03/Litany_of_Saints_and_Martyrs_of_England.pdf
https://www.walsingham.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2020/03/Litany_of_Saints_and_Martyrs_of_England.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kId0NBvNiCk
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 Matt Talbot by Mark Potter:  

There are many well-known saints I would consider as “favourites”; that I admire and pray to for help 

and guidance at various times.  But someone slightly more obscure, who I came across a few years ago 

and I find inspiring is not yet fully canonised.  That is Venerable Matt Talbot. *  

Dublin born into a poor family in 1856, little educated and an alcoholic from the age of 13 after he left 

school, his background is nothing like mine.  He would apparently spend all his wages and steal to fund 

his drink problem, once even robbing a street busker of his violin and failing to bring money in to sup-

port his parents.  He drifted away from the faith.   

Then, at the age of 28, he had a conversion experience and vowed never to drink again.  From then on, 

he led a life of prayer, fasting, service and attendance at daily Mass, modelling his life on those of 6th 

century Irish monks.  All through his life, he understandably struggled with his past addiction, though never giving in. He died in 

1925. 

For me, he has been a great “saint” to remember in my most difficult temptations and really comes to mind when I am most 

conscious of self-indulgence, the need to work harder at my faith and to turn in a radically different direction, as he did.   

St. Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 

1656, to Christian mother of the 

Algonquin tribe and a non- Chris-

tian Mohawk father, in upstate 

New York. Although St. Kateri    

survived the smallpox which 

claimed the lives of her parents 

and brother. The disease did leave 

her badly scarred and with       

impaired vision. She would later 

thank God for this, regarding it as 

a special grace that, receiving little attention, she was left to 

devote herself more freely to God. It was because of her 

poor eyesight that she was called “Tekakwitha” which means 

“she who bumps into things.”       

                                                                                                                                                   

St. Kateri was then raised by an uncle, a tribal chief, from the 

age of 4 who was opposed to Christianity. However, there 

was some friendly contact with missionaries and at 18 she 

started receiving instructions in the faith. Her uncle finally 

consented to her conversion and she was baptised on Easter 

Sunday 1676.                                                                                                                                          

Following her conversion, St. Kateri faced the hostility of her 

own tribe; they could not understand why she refused to 

work on Sundays and so hid all the food, disallowing her to 

eat on Sundays. Some would throw stones at her and insult 

her as she walked to the chapel. Her life was even threat-

ened. Eventually, St. Kateri fled to the mission of St. Francis 

Xavier in Canada. Her village priest had written a letter of 

introduction for the St. Francis Xavier missionaries, in which 

he wrote “I am sending you a treasure, guard it well!” St. 

Kateri spent her time there teaching prayers to children, 

working with the elderly and the sick, and attending Mass. 

She had great devotion to the Eucharist and the Cross of 

Christ.  

She died, aged just 23, in April 1680 after a serious illness. 

Her last words were, “Jesus – Mary – I love you.” Shortly 

after her death, her smallpox scars began to fade away,  

leaving behind a beautiful face that shone with loveliness. 

Both Native Americans and the settlers began to pray for her  

intercession and 50 years after her death, a convent was 

founded in Mexico for Indian nuns who prayed for the     

canonization of St. Kateri. In 2012, St. Kateri was canonized 

by Pope Benedict XVI                                               

St. Kateri Tekakwitha’s life was unique in many ways; but 

perhaps most noteworthy is the fact that she is the first    

Native American to be canonized a saint. There are beautiful 

images of St. Kateri in which she is depicted in the traditional 

costume of her tribe and often outdoors, symbolizing the 

Native American culture of respect for the environment in 

which she was raised. Sometimes she is holding a cross 

which tell of her devotion to Christ or lilies which represent 

the purity with which she lived her life:  she is often referred 

to as the “Lily of the Mohawks”. St. Kateri is the patron saint 

of the environment, the loss of parents, people in exile,   

people ridiculed for their piety, and World Youth Day.  Her 

feast day is July 14. 

The Mohawk Saint: St. Kateri Tekakwitha  by Zoe Lightfoot 

* In the Roman Catholic Church the title Venerable  is bestowed on a deceased person in the first of three stages leading to beatification 

(with the title of “Blessed”) and canonization (with the title of “Saint”).   In the Church of England venerable is the proper title of address for 

an archdeacon. 
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Joan of Arc. By  Alix 

My favourite Saint is Jeanne D'Arc (Joan of Arc). From her unshakable faith to her determination and 

refusal to back down, she's always been someone I can look to for support, inspiration, and guidance. 

At only sixteen years old, she began to rally the French, leading them to victory in Orléans.   Her       

conviction never wavered, even in the face of martyrdom, and it is this strength of character and     

dedication to her faith that makes Jeanne D'Arc my favourite Saint. 

My favourite saint is  St Elizabeth of Hungary, (1207 – 1231), for whom I was named. 

Elizabeth was promised in marriage to Ludwig and the two were raised together.  When at age 21     

Ludwig became the ruler of Thuringia, Hungary, the two were married and had three children.  

Despite her nobility, Elizabeth was known for her works of charity and my Mother told me how one day 

she was out visiting the poor with a heavy cape filled with bread and her husband asked her what she 

had inside.  She opened her cape and roses fell out.  

Ludwig died on a crusade to the Holy Land and the heartbroken young widow, Elizabeth lost her Castle 

home taken by her in-laws.  However, she was provided for later and ensured that her son, the heir, 

had a secure future as well as his two siblings.   

Elizabeth then became a nun taking a vow of poverty and followed the order of St Francis where having 

built a hospital for the poor she worked until her early death.    

St Elizabeth of Hungary (17th November) is the patron saint of bakers and of Catholic Charities. 

St Elizabeth of Hungary by  Elizabeth Wallace 

Carlo Acutis  (3rd May 1991—12th 

October 2006) was an Italian Roman 

Catholic teenager who used his     

computer skills to spread devotion to 

the Eucharist.   He  was best known for 

documenting Eucharistic miracles 

around the world and cataloguing 

them all onto a website that he him-

self created in the months before his 

death from leukaemia.   He researched 

over 136 Eucharistic miracles that occurred over the centuries 

in different countries around the world, and have been 

acknowledged by the Church. He then asked his parents to 

take him to all the places of these Eucharistic miracles. 

Although born in London, where both his parents worked, he 

was raised in Italy when his parents returned to Milan not 

long after his birth.     He made his First Holy Communion at 

the age of 7 and thereafter received the sacrament as often 

as he possibly could.  On his website he says “The more     

Eucharist we receive, the more we will become like Jesus, so 

that on this earth we will have a foretaste of heaven. “   

He was known for his cheerfulness and kindness.   He         

defended his disabled peers at school when bullies mocked 

them.  He liked to travel but particularly loved to visit Assisi as 

St Francis was one of his several role models. 

When he contracted leukaemia he said “I offer all my      

suffering to the Lord for the Pope and the Church.” He died on 

12th  October 2006 and is buried in Assisi in accordance with 

his wishes. 

Medical experts approved a miracle attributed to him on 14th 

November 2019.  Pope Francis confirmed this miracle in a 

decree on 21st February 2020  which paved the way for his 

beatification.    Preparations are now in hand in Assisi for this 

which is due to happen on 10th October 2020 .     

Carlo  knew how to use modern communications technology 

to transmit the Gospel, to communicate values and beauty.  

So let’s hope that Ven. Carlo Acutis is a model both for young 

people and for all of us online.   Let’s ask the Vatican to     

declare him the patron of the Internet once he is beatified.  

Let’s also ask his intercession for another miracle so in a few 

years we can say, “St. Carlo Acutis, pray for us.”  

 

Carlo Acutis by Breda Dallimore 
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THE GIFT AID SCHEME 

Gift Aid is an Income Tax relief designed to benefit charities. Provided donors are UK  taxpayers, 

Gift Aid increases the value of  charitable donations by 25% for each £1 donated. The charity      

reclaims basic rate tax on each  donation at no cost to the    donor.        

Our parish greatly benefits from the many parishioners who already contribute through this 

scheme and we welcome anyone who may choose to start contributing in this way.      The many regular donations made by 

parishioners by this tax efficient method over recent months has provided a very  welcome steady income stream to our    

parish in these difficult times, for which we are most grateful.     

Gift Aid donors can set up a regular Standing Order with their bank and/or by putting cash into special  envelopes in the   

weekly Offertory and/or Retiring Collections.   

To find out more about the scheme please go to the Giving/Donate link on the parish website and see the  information in the 

Gift Aid section there.   

Alternatively, please feel free to contact our Parish Gift Aid organiser, Ian White at ianwh236@gmail.com or on 01932 340747 

for more details. 

Thank you 

What an unfair question! Who is your 

favourite saint? It’s family…like having 

to name your favourite child or grand-

child. Simply for the fact that I have 

been conscious of her for the longest 

part of my life and for the fact that she 

is the person to whom I turn to more 

often than any other I have to say that 

my favourite and most beloved saint is St Therese of Lisieux.  

She is the first saint I became aware of as a living and real  

person. Partly she is so contemporary - of the modern era – 

in the newly photographic age into which she was born she 

jumps out of the image in any group photo – alive, alert, you 

sense something deep in her soul as she looks out at you.  

In my teens she was the big sister I never had.                                                                  

The fact that she died at the tender age of 24 was you might 

say God’s way of grabbing my attention. Her passion to do 

great things and do them now, not tomorrow, would strike a 

cord in most adolescent hearts and from that time she has 

been along-side me all the way. Training for the priesthood I 

discovered that Therese, and the Carmelite Nuns, of which 

she was one, have a special mission to pray for priests. Who 

better then than Therese to be with me and help me through 

my journey to the priesthood, six years of hard slog, high 

adventure and fun. As I began my time at seminary (or priest-

school) in 1997. 

Therese was declared by Saint John Paul II to be a universal 

teacher or Doctor of the Church (in others words she has a 

spiritual teaching that can help us all).  I had the blessing to 

be in Rome for the ceremony as our paths were merging 

again. From these first impressions grew a desire to know 

more about her, discover what she taught and how she lived. 

What made her tick? Thankfully we know so much and her 

life and far from the picture-perfect image we have of saints 

Therese was at times complicated and difficult, no stranger to 

self-doubt, a misfit searching for her place.  

The raw material of her life was ‘real’ and therefore relatable 

especially as the novelty and romance of being a newly      

ordained priest quickly wore off and I consumed any number 

of books on her life with her family, the community of nuns, 

her writings and most especially her ‘Little Way’. Like all good 

relationships they endure; a multitude of saints have entered 

my life for  different times and for different needs, yet        

suddenly after the passing of many years, at double the age 

she was when she died, Therese is  the ‘big sister’ no more  

but the ‘little sister’  I never had.  

 She has been with me on the outward journey and I am 

grateful that she will be with me for the journey home. Just 

maybe we don’t choose our favourite saints but in God’s  

providence they choose us.  

St Therese of Lisieux  by Fr Simon                                                                                           

mailto:ianwh236@gmail.com
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From a young age I have been interested in engineering and how things are made and last 

year I researched low cost 3D printers. I saved my own money to buy one and for my birth-

day this year, in January, my family matched my savings and I bought a 3D printer. I       

immediately started printing- you can do this by either taking a design from the internet or    

design your own via an app or website, which takes a bit of learning. Once you have your 

design, you put it into a splicing app and this controls the way it will be printed (e.g. the 

size or the amount of material used). The printer has a nozzle that can print layer by layer: 

it does this using a roll of plastic that melts when heated and is pushed out onto a glass 

bed, which quickly dries and creates a layer from which the printer will move up and     

repeat the process.  

Home Grown Engineering by Tom Everden 

Early in the pandemic I was already interested in printing PPE, so when St John the Baptist Secondary School started fund     

raising in early April, I offered to help with the printing.  I contacted the Design and Technology department and they gratefully 

accepted and sent the printing pattern. Thanks to the parents, the staff and the friends of SJB, over £7000 was raised to make 

PPE visors for the NHS and for others in the need of them. 

 

I started printing the headbands which had notches in them and then the school fitted clear plastic sheets into them. We   

printed in a plastic called PLA to make sure that there was enough elastic in them to stay on. Over 1550 visors have been made 

by staff and students and were distributed to essential front-line workers in hospitals, care homes, doctors’ surgeries and        

community nursing teams. 

Tom with his 3D printer & batch of 
headbands.     

Overall, I printed approximately 180 headbands. I am happy that one of my biggest 

hobbies was turned into a useful opportunity and helped people in need. I think 3D 

printing is going to impact the future as even NASA is planning to send a 3D printer 

to the moon!  

 

My school and the whole SJB community have been working in other ways to help 

too. SJB has donated their science goggles and lab coats to a local hospital. Some of 

the students, governors and parents were also 'Sewing for Scrubs' and making   

protective face masks. Key Stage 3 students have been sewing hearts for the NHS 

and its patients as part of their art home learning. SJB visor production Line  

Tom has been awarded a Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati Award from Million Minutes for his amazing service to the community.  
 

If you are interested in 3D printing Tom recommends the YouTube channel, Make Anything. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVc6AHfGw9b2zOE_ZGfmsnw 

 

Down in a green and shady bed 

A modest violet grew; 

Its stalk was bent, it hung its head,  

As if to hide from view. 

 

And yet it was a lovely flower, 

Its colours bright and fair; 

It might have graced a rosy bower, 

Instead of hiding there. 

 

Yet there it was content to bloom, 

In modest tints arrayed; 

And there diffused a sweet perfume, 

Within the silent shade. 

 

Then let me to the valley go, 

This pretty flower to see; 

That I may also learn to grow 

In sweet humility. 

 

The Violet  Jane Taylor (1783-1824) 

Submitted by Tony Sims 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVc6AHfGw9b2zOE_ZGfmsnw
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Catholic Union Briefing Note: The work of the Catholic Union, General Brief 

 
                                         Submitted by John Sylvester 

Introduction:  

· The Catholic community is one of the largest communities in 

the country. There are approximately 4.5 million Catholics in 

Britain today.  

· The Catholic Union was founded in 1870. It is a membership 

organisation dedicated to the defence of Catholic values in 

Parliament and public life, and the promotion of the common 

good.  

· The Catholic Union is an exclusively lay organisation, how-

ever it works with the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of        

England and Wales (CBCEW) and the Catholic Bishop’s       

Conference of Scotland (CBCS). It is a consultative body to the 

Catholic Bishops of England and Wales.  

· The membership of the Catholic Union includes people from 

all parts of the country and all walks of life. It includes        

doctors, nurses, teachers, lawyers, and civil servants. It      

represents a wealth of lay Catholic experience and expertise.  

· The Catholic Union Charitable Trust is the Union’s charitable 

arm. It organises speeches, seminars and discussions with 

prominent Catholics and others. It has a particular interest in 

Catholic Social Teaching which has much to offer those who 

want to create a more just and equal society.  

· The Catholic Union has a number of specialist committees. 

These include the Parliamentary and Public Affairs Committee 

and the Medical Ethics Committee, which is a joint group with 

the Catholic Medical Association.  

· Our aim is to contribute in a balanced and respectful way to 

the dialogue between religion and politics. The Catholic Union 

seeks to follow the spirit of “The Participation of Catholics in 

Political Life” , a document issued by the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith in Rome in 2002, which articulates the 

duties of the laity and their participation in public life.  

Background:  

· The Catholic Union was founded in 1870 and the earliest 

meeting was held at Norfolk House, St. James’s Square in  

London on 10th February 1871 when it was unanimously 

agreed that a Society of Catholics be founded, under the title 

of the Catholic Union of Great Britain, to promote Catholic 

interests. The society was sanctioned by the Hierarchy of   

England and the Vicars Apostolic in Scotland and approved by 

the then Pope Pius IX.  

· One of the main motivations behind the formation of the 

Catholic Union was to give a voice to lay Catholics in Britain 

and provide a source of experience from which Catholic    

Bishops could draw on. Over time, the actions of the Catholic 

Union have become more specialised, focusing on legislation 

which affected Catholic interests through approaches to    

parliamentarians and those in government.  

· The Catholic Union celebrates its 150 th anniversary in 2020. 

It has become a trusted source of briefing and advice to many 

Catholic parliamentarians and policy makers and established 

itself as a key organisation in a number of policy areas,       

including religious education, religious freedom and            

persecution, international development, and care for the  

vulnerable in society.  

Catholic Statistics:  

· The Catholic Church is the world's largest Christian church. 

Around 1.3 billion people identify as Catholic. 

· An estimated 3.8 million English and Welsh adults identify as 

Catholic. Meanwhile, there are an estimated 695,000        

Catholics in Scotland. The total number of Catholics in Britain 

is therefore around 4,495,000.  

· CAFOD, the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in    

England and Wales, spent £43.4 million in 2017/18 on inter-

national development and responding to emergencies in 

some of the poorest parts of the World. 

· Catholic schools make up 10% of the national total of main-

tained schools. There are more than 2,200 Catholic schools, 

academies and colleges in England and Wales educating over 

850,000 pupils. Ofsted judged 73% of Catholic secondary 

schools to be outstanding or good, compared to 60% of 

schools nationally. For primary schools, 74% of Catholic 

schools were judged outstanding or good compared to 66% 

nationally.  

 · The Caritas Social Action Network, set up by the Catholic 

Church in England and Wales, is a network of 41 separate 

charities and organisations that supports thousands of the 

poorest and most vulnerable in our society. 

For more information visit: https://catholicunion.org.uk/ 

https://catholicunion.org.uk/
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Hello All 

Well it looks that we are going to have be patient for a little longer before we are able to meet and greet each other. Having 

run out of tasks to undertake in the house and the garden, I have been able to return to card making. 

Here is a selection, a lot of them are using recycled materials, old cards, various bits and pieces that catch my eye and it has 

been fun. I have made Christmas cards, religious and secular, Christmas mini boxes (ideal for a few chocolates or small         

surprises), Christmas gift tags (which I have stored in a box containing cloves and cinnamon, so they all smell wonderful),    

birthday cards, packs of note cards, small, medium and large decorated paper bags. All of these are unique and unusual and 

make lovely presents. 

Ideally, I would like to be able to sell them as a fund raiser for the Parish Fund, but the logistics of it make it difficult to do so at 

church and at the same time respecting social distancing and hygiene. So… I am thinking of holding a garage sale at my house  

at the end of November, and there  I can display safely, while ensuring hygiene and safe distancing. More about in the weekly 

newsletters nearer the time. 

Keep safe. 

Martine Young 

St Dunstan’s Needle & Craft Group.  Martine Young 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Squat to Fit Fun 5k Run Update by Kim Valente 

 
 

Family chiropody and podiatry service 
for Woking  

 

Professional treatment of a wide range 

of foot conditions 

 

1 Westfield Road, Woking, GU22 9LZ 
  01483 725600 / 07411135848 

 
wilsonpodiatry.co.uk 

 

Well done and thank you to everyone who took 

part in and volunteered their time to the Squat2Fit 

5K Fun Run today.       

 It was a great morning and the weather was    

perfect for running conditions. 

 

A special thank you to Jane De Lay, Head of     

Community Engagement at Shooting Star          

Children’s   Hospices, who came out to support us 

today and the photographer from Woking News 

and Mail for capturing some  amazing photos of 

the morning. 

 I look forward to reading the  follow-up feature in 

the local paper. 

 

The morning could not have been possible without 

the Squat2Fit mums who committed their time 

and continued with their training throughout the 

lockdown. You did     amazingly well today and 

your   progress has not gone  unnoticed. 

Congratulations to everyone on completing the run and receiving your medals. It was wonderful to see all the children taking 

part and cheering everyone on.  

A huge well done to the top three finishers. 

1st Place - Carmen Gamlin 

2nd Place - Anna Sole 

3rd Place - Rita Moran  The funds raised for Shooting Star Children’s Hospices was £1,193 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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9 Oriental Road, Woking, GU22 7AH 

01483 773415 

Open  5  days  a week, the shop specialises in 
Scotch Beef, English Lamb, Local  Pork, Home-
made  sausages, Home cooked Hams and  a  wide          
selection of   Poultry  and  Game. Traditional     
Bacon sliced the way you like it.    Barbecue meats.  

Caterers also supplied.    Free delivery service. 

Liz McIntyre and retired councillor, Hilary 
Addison 

As a regular user of our 

wonderful common I always 

like to do my bit to help 

maintain it, so I responded 

to the recent invitation to 

join this working party on Saturday, 26th September.   

I have joined other working parties on the common in the 

past, but the thought of working with people from other 

local churches had a special appeal for me because I believe 

that we are more powerful when we work together for a 

common purpose. Furthermore, Horsell common has proved 

a God-send to many of us during the pandemic and I wanted 

to show my appreciation for it. 

So, last Saturday morning I set off to Heather Farm and met 

up with the organiser and people from a number of other 

churches in Woking - plus a beautiful border collie called 

Hayley who kept checking that we were ok and was adored 

by all.  As soon as everyone was gathered, we allocated bags 

of equipment and bottles of water to those who were willing 

to carry them and set off across the road, to the area we had 

been asked to work on.  We were given instructions on what 

to do; pull up the little pine trees and cut down the larger 

ones as well as attend to the silver birch, in a particular patch 

of the common. We spread out to see what a difference we 

could make in two hours.  

The pile of debris grew and we became more and more im-

pressed with our strength and fitness as we pulled up dozens 

of pines (ok perhaps very tiny ones) and cut down massive 

(well perhaps not really very big but big enough to make us 

feel we had worked off a few calories) pine and birch trees.  

Then all of a sudden, our time was up and we had to gather 

our tools and return to the car park.   

Afterwards we had the option to either leave for home or 

visit the Heather Farm café for a welcome coffee and chat.  

So, I found myself chatting happily to a lively ex-councillor 

and her very amusing husband, from St John’s Anglican 

church and to the Chair of Woking People of Faith, whilst 

perching on a bench seat in the garden of the café. All too 

soon it was time to go our separate ways.   

I had a lovely time and plan to return for the next session in 

Spring 2021.  I hope more of our parishioners decide to 

come along next time.  It is fun for everyone and those under 

18 are welcome to join with adult supervision; children, or 

anyone reluctant to 

handle cutters, can 

easily get involved 

pulling up the little 

pines without the 

need for any tools.  

Adults, and older 

children supervised 

by parents, can enjoy 

an opportunity to cut 

down unwanted 

small trees, whilst enjoying a socially distanced chat in a 

beautiful environment.  And of course, there is the added 

advantage of helping to maintain green spaces for ourselves 

and our neighbours and to enjoy the rare birds and animals 

that live there.  

 

Woking People of Faith Horsell Common Working Party by Liz MacIntyre 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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THOSE WHO RECEIVED THEIR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

Stanley Case William Case Augustin Chateauvieux Charlie Christopherson Eliza Clarke Anthony Connolly 

Sophie Lynch Maks Majewski Moksha Mallavarapu Benjamin Mason Orla McDermott Sebastian McHardy 

Stephanie George Tiffany George Logan Giembicki Luca Goddard Alex Holland Olivia Hopkins Joel Jenson 

Emily Flynn Lorcan Fogarty Harry Fox James Franklin Ivan Galon Isabella Gaudelli Amay Geddes 

Eva Di Michele Charlote Di Rienzo Madeleine Dixon Sariyah Dover Isabella Edwards Paolo Fantappie 

Isla Da Costa Edith Dadswell Theo Milho Da Silva Felicia D’Cunha Giovanna De Camaago Lima Lucia Diliberto 

Eoghan White Wilfrid Whitlock Jessica Widdison Mia Wilson Ella Wotherspoon 

Khloe Velasco Ben Walsh Jackson Weller Tobias Whiddett Baxter White 

Nataniel Studniewski Aaron SzeAaron Sze Helen Taylor Alban Thomas Daniel Tom Oliver Turitto 

Laura Magula Ribero Amelia Rush Isabella Shearing Eryk Siewart Fleur Spence Leah Studniewski 

Darcy Peacock Samuel Polcaro Thomas Quinn Logan Reeves Michael Remedios Sofia Fidalgo Ribera 

Alessio Nolano Britney Oko-Oboh Olivia Okonowska Christopher O’Leary Isabel O’Leary Alex Palacios 

Evangeline Neary Helena Neary Isabel Newman Lorenzo Ngobi DaisyNicholls-D’Amico Dylan Nicholls-D’Amico 

Leo McGregor Maria McQuaid Matteo Minnelli Sophie Moyle Tafadzwa Mukoko Scarlet   Murphy Samuela Naicobo 

Ethan Joby Divona Johns Lucas Kasamaki Lana Kenny Noah Kenny Oliver Kolodziejczyk Charlie Lee Edward Liddiard 

Lucie Adams Sofia Ahmed-Lopez Vincenzo Aina Lucia Barrera Sebastian Batorski Ouwia Batorska Jakub Bizub 

Annabel Boeke Laura Boylan Meredith Braithwaite James Brockway Emilia Buss James Buss William Carnell 

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
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LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS 

THOSE WHO WERE BAPTISED 

Daniel Freitas Agrela Oliver Brockway Noah Bartos Oscar Black Santino Caruso 

Lorenzo Caruso Chrystal Carella Amelie Dubois Poppy Dubois Bonnie Gudz 

George Haestier Lorenzo Handley William Hooper Benjamin Jackson Emilia Jackson 

Isla-Rae Macholowe Leo Moreira Saphire Nolan Elise Pattison Bluebell Scott 

Braelynn Wang’ondu Brayden Wang’ondu George Wilkinson Ruobing Yang Ruohan Yang 

Savannah Scott 

Anthony & Lucy Hamer-Hodges and  their children Harrison & Lola 

THOSE WHO WERE FULLY INITATED INTO THE  CHURCH 

THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 

THOSE WHO WERE CONFIRMED 

Alistair Denning Genie Dunlop and her daughter, Enya Charlotte Miles and her son, Todd 

Juliana Johnson Atanas & Mima Malchev and their children Galina & Ivaylo 

Samuel Omoigberai Paul Rogers Bianca Rogers Rebecca Ryder Raghad Sami 

Sade Sobande and her son, Jirire Edward Steel 

Diana Agudelo Philomena Belli Bridget Coggins Bridget Collins Joanna Craig-Waller 

Tim and Pam Crowley Patrick Donovan Joe Dwyer Stephen Foster Paul Hagan 

Max Gough Ewan Hockin Nicholas Jabbar Dylan Jones Sania Joseph Adam Kasamaki 

Saskia Leeming Aleeta Leo Caolan Macey Maira Malabuyac Owen Marlovits Cayla Matthee 

Nathan D’Souza Elise Falco Denise Faraji Keziah Foulkes Molly Fuller Oliver Glasper 

Lorenzo Riccio Matthew Singh Lois Smith Illaria Smithers Martin Sunderland Hannah Woolley Suala Vas 

Sofia Parker Lily-Anna Pattison Elena Castro Perez Nico Picenni Mia Jane Pollice Clarisse Ranchoux 

Joshua Miranda Harris Moran Sienna Morales Steven Natural Daniella Norman-Walker 

Phoebe Ashfield Olivia Bell Aimee Branson Leah Branson James Butler Chiara Callari Rose Cant 

Beatrice Carter Nicole Chamberlain Sasha Chiris Marco Cipullo Freya Cooper Luke Court Erin Cox 

Doreen Hubbard Susan Hughes Lene Keane Vito Lanelli Jenny Lee 

Maria Le Thuy Ha Mary McCloskey Rosa Muscari Lisa Nolan Betty Swinscoe Tristan Warren 
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After 4 years of praying to the Lord, asking him to provide us with a convent, he an-

swered our prayers in such an incredible way that we were totally overwhelmed by his 

goodness and generosity. 

As a new international community of contemplative sisters, founded as part of the “John 

Paul II generation”, the Sisters of Mary Morning Star came to England in 2015 to set up a 

new house. Thanks to the gracious invitation of Bishop Philip Egan, we moved provision-

ally into an old presbytery in Grayshott, near Guildford. Our simple life of prayer, study, 

lectio divina, work and hospitality began joyfully at the service of the local community 

and beyond. However, we needed more space as we were 6 sisters living in a 5 bed-

roomed house, with one sister living in the Bathroom! We wanted to be able to receive 

new vocations and guests and so we needed to find a bigger house and ideally a convent. 

So began our fervent novenas storming heaven; like the widow who does not give up in 

the Gospel, so we continued ardently, certain that the Lord would provide for us some-

how. 

And indeed, he did in a most marvellous way. Unbeknown to us at the time a     convent 

in Lynton, North Devon was lying empty as sadly, the Poor Clares were no longer able to 

manage such a large convent with a small and ageing community and had moved to the 

convent in Arundel. 

We first visited the convent on the 31st May 2019, coinciding with the feast of the visitation, and what a visitation it was for us! 

We were overjoyed to discover such a beautiful, purpose built convent full of the presence of God thanks to the fidelity of a 

hundred years of prayer, and we knew that God had heard our prayers and had  answered them in a way that totally exceeded 

our desires.  

When God has a plan, all obstacles seem to disappear and within 8 weeks of this visit we 

had moved in. Once again we witnessed the extraordinary providence of God, as not 

only did he provide us with a convent, but also with an army of friends to help us. To 

assist us in our journey from the house in Grayshott to Devon, our friends came to help 

us pack boxes, load vans, drive vans and make meals for all the hungry workers, provid-

ing constant encouragement as the enormity of the undertaking was sinking in. How 

blessed we were to have such friends! We moved in on the 1st August 2019 with hearts 

so full of gratitude for all that God had done for us.  

We could never have imagined that we would end up in such a beautiful part of the 

country, with such breathtaking scenery, living in a convent that was everything we had 

hoped for and more. And now our new mission was unfolding before us: to bring the 

convent back to life, both the building and the life of prayer which is the heart and soul 

not only of convent life but of the whole village, diocese and beyond. 

The convent is a grade II listed building and needs a lot of work done; 

urgent repairs need to be done to the roof which leaks, we needed 

more that 30 buckets last winter to collect the rain dripping through 

the ceiling in one of the corridors, and the original 1910 central heating 

system needs to be replaced. Rather than be daunted by the extent of 

the work that needs to be done, which greatly exceeds what we are 

capable of doing by ourselves, we have entrusted it all to God, and 

once again we have witnessed his abundant providence. 

The project to rebuild this convent has spoken to the hearts of many 

people who have come to join in this work of God. Our dear friends Nick and Karin Harvey have been regular visitors to Lynton 

over the past year, each time bringing not only their joyful enthusiasm, but also their very practical help, and essential DIY 

skills. 

L-R: Sr Eva Maria, Sr Johannes  Maria,  

Sr Mary Magdalen, Sr Rebekah Marie  

and Sr Florence Laetitia  

The Unfolding of a New Mission by Sr Mary Magdalen 
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Message from The Finance Committee  

The closure of our churches has had dramatic impact on 

many parishes. For many, the financial impact has been   

serious. Thankfully, thus far, the impact here at St Dunstan's 

in financial terms at least, has not been too serious. This is 

down to two factors. The first has been our ability to reduce 

our outgoings; less being spent on heat and light, on paper 

and office supplies and especially by making use of the     

government's furlough scheme for staff. The second and  

perhaps most significant was the parish's very positive      

response to the appeal last November for more of you to 

give by standing order and to review the amount that you 

give. So, a very big thank you to you all. 

This experience has of course brought its new challenges and 

we have had to explore new ways of enabling giving. Those 

of you who have been able to attend our church will have 

noted the pay by card machine in the narthex as you left. 

Cashless life is already with us. We also have a Just Giving 

page which can be accessed through the parish website.  

Other methods are being explored. They may not suit every-

one, but of course, they only need to suit someone. 

Once again thank you for your continued and much needed 

support. 

Joe Dunne - Chair of the Finance Committee. 

It is wonderful to see how God brings people together, and how he draws us to himself 

through the missions he entrusts to us. I met Nick and Karin 30 years ago when I went on 

the Diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes as a 17 year old helper, that first pilgrimage was to be 

one of many, and it was also the moment when I discovered that Our Lady was calling me 

to be a doctor. Later she led me from the vocation of saving lives to the more hidden voca-

tion of offering my life as a contemplative nun to save souls through prayer. But those 

friendships formed in Lourdes have remained steadfast, and it is a great joy to me that Nick 

and Karin are very much part of the community of friends who share in the life of the con-

vent in Lynton. 

Our first year has flown by, and we have been busy painting and decorating, installing a 

new sewing room, icon writing room, soap making room, preparing cells for new sisters, 

and trying to tame our huge garden. After Christmas we were offered 5 pigs to help clear 

the ground, they came and ate everything in sight, brambles, roots, weeds and plants, they ate so much and so quickly that 

they sealed their own fate, they were ready for the abattoir in record time! 

It is wonderful to see that God always has a plan even for the most seemingly mundane aspects of our life. Before we moved 

in, a number of trees in the garden were cut down and remained in huge pieces that were far too heavy for us to move. In  

desperation to know what to do about moving the wood, one of the sisters prayed that God would send an army to come and 

help move it. That is exactly what happened as 20 commandos from the local army base of Chivenor came for the day to move 

all the wood.  

Thankfully we also had helping hands, that particular day, so that we could 

quite literally feed an army. Karin was there ever ready to help us serve 

regular refreshments, looking after the tired and hungry commandos! 

As this new mission unfolds before us, we can truly see the hand of God at 

work, little by little the convent is being renewed, repaired, and brought 

back to life, so that the rhythm of prayer that continues here day after day 

can be a real oasis to all those who want to come and discover God more 

deeply. The life of prayer and Eucharistic adoration becomes a living     

fountain that gives light and joy to all those who come. 

For more information on visiting the convent, either to come on retreat or to help with the renovation projects,                 

please contact the Sisters of Mary Morning Star, The Convent, Lee Road, Lynton, Devon EX35 6BX. Tel: 01598 753373 

srsmarymorningstar@gmail.com 

mailto:srsmarymorningstar@gmail.com
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Iconography Part 2: The Process of Making An Icon by Dorota Cranmer 

In addition to the style of the painting (or writing as it is called), the    

actual technique of making an icon is rich with symbolism.   In the East-

ern Church tradition icons are painted on high-quality wood that has 

been carefully shaped and smoothed. The wood is a reminder of what 

life was like before the fall of Adam and Eve and symbolizes both the 

Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge. A linen cloth covers the wood, 

both to protect it and to remind us of the cloth that Jesus was wrapped 

in when he died. Coats of gesso made from rabbit-skin glue and chemists’ 

chalk are applied over the linen. This symbolizes the soul and life of the 

person.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

The iconographer cleans, smooths, and prepares the gesso to receive the 

holy image, much as we prepare ourselves to bear the image of Christ. 

The board is indented so that the edges appear raised. The centre part of 

the wood board is shallower than the rest and is called covcheg; Russian 

for “coffin.” The image is placed inside this shallow space and etched into 

the gesso.  

A thin layer of clay bole, a mixture of clay and hide glue, is 

applied to the areas of the icon that will be gilded with gold 

leaf. The clay represents our physical nature. To apply gold, 

the iconographer breathes on the clay bole to vaporize it and 

immediately places the gold leaf on the damp area. This    

process symbolizes the Spirit and reminds us of the act of 

creation and the breath of life. The gold itself symbolizes  

divine light and heaven. Icons often have gold backgrounds 

because the viewer is gazing at someone in heaven. The   

image is painted with a mixture of egg yolk, pure water,    

vinegar, and natural pigments. Many layers are applied, each 

with their own colour symbolism.                                                                                                                                                                 

They are a visual form of prayer in line and colour that seek 

to tell us something true about God and the saints. They   

follow a long tradition of truths that are communicated     

visually rather than through words, a theology passed on 

from one artist to the next. They are meant to help us open 

ourselves to God’s love. 

The basic “grammar” of icon language. 

  Icon painting strikes us by the frontality of the figures. This 

frontality brings the figures in direct relationship with the 

viewer and gives the fullest expression to the faces. 

  The faces of the saints have large, almond-shaped eyes,   

enlarged ears, long thin noses, and small mouths. Icon paint-

ers attempt to indicate that each sensory organ, having     

received the Divine Grace, was sanctified and had ceased to 

be the usual sensory organ of a biological man. 

   Icons use a perspective, scholars call “reversed” or 

“inverted” perspective, to differentiate it from the illusionist 

perspective of the Italian masters. Inverted perspective     

depends on multiple points of view, which are placed in front 

of the painting, not behind it, resulting in background objects 

often being larger than the foreground ones and in distor-

tions in shapes of some of the objects.  

  In addition to the inverted perspective, icons use a psycho-

logical perspective based on the principle that the most    

important figure in the composition should be the largest and 

centrally placed. The viewer’s attention is drawn to what is 

central and larger rather than to what is marginal and small. 

   When depicting an event which takes place inside, the icon 

painter will place it in an “interior”, whilst placing all the   

participants in the event outside, indicating in the back-

ground the walls of the church, city etc. This allows them 

to “uncover” the very essence of the event and give due to 

the participants instead of having to deal with various interior 

elements which could obscure the meaning of the events 

happening inside. 

  Icons do not depict natural light sources or shadows, but 

rather the inner light of sacred figures and the divine light of 

Christ. 

  Icons represent several moments of the same action (story) 

on one panel. In the scene of the Nativity we can see not only 

the birth itself, but also the arrival of the Magi, the shepherds 

spreading the good news, Joseph being tempted by the devil, 

and even the servant women washing the baby. Some     

scholars call this the “continuous style.” 

Other features of icons which help us in understanding their 

meaning are simplicity, clarity, measure or restraint, grace, 

symmetry or balance, appropriateness, and symbolic colours 

Other features of icons which help us in understanding their 

meaning are simplicity, clarity, measure or restraint, grace, 

symmetry or balance, appropriateness, and symbolic colours  
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Dorota runs the Icon drop-in workshop and at this time of year they usually open their doors for an intimate           

retrospective. Due to COVID 19 they are unable to hold their annual exhibition, but can be viewed online:  
Long: https://youtu.be/umalXRucLok Short: https://youtu.be/pdM64P7w8Hk 

What do colours represent in iconography?                                                                                       

Blue: represents celestial beings, God's dwelling place, the sky.  

Red: symbolizes activity. In Hebrew thought, red represents life ¹                                             

The martyr's clothes are red, the clothing of the seraphim’s are red also. Red also depicts 

health, fire and the Last Judgment. 

Purple: purple is the symbol of royalty, wealth, power, and priestly dignity ² 

 

Green: in the Holy Scriptures, green represents nature and vegetation, and it is thus repre-

sentative of growth and fertility ³ 

 

Brown: represents density and lack of radiance. Brown is composed of red, blue, green and 

black, and it is used to depict soil, rocks and buildings. It is also used as a symbol of poverty 

and renunciation for the dark garments of monks and ascetics. 

 

Black: represents absence of life; it symbolizes a void. It is the opposite of white. While 

white represents the fullness of life, black represents the lack of it. Monks and Great Schema 

monks wear black garments, as a symbol of their renunciation of all that is material. 

 

Yellow: representing sadness, it is used in the icon of the Saviour being placed in the tomb. 

In Deuteronomy, it is mentioned as a sign of misfortune, bad harvest and blight. 

The earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon 

the face of the deep: and the Spirit of God was moving upon the 

face of the waters. And God said: "Let there be light" and there 

was light.   

In these three verses of the Book of Genesis are  reflected both 

the beginning and the end of the making of the icon. Here we 

have the spiritual meaning of icon writing: the process of writing 

an icon, as the movement from being without form to Being of 

Light; Light means the light of life. The icon  develops in the 

hands of the  iconographer from a pure white surface on which 

there is no form to the general outline of the image of man to a 

full transfigured figure with a name written on the icon. 

¹ In the Second Book of Samuel, Saul dressed the daughters of Israel in red garments: "O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with         

luxury..." (2 Samuel 1:24) [1]. In Proverbs, we find that the perfect wife wears red, in the book of Jeremiah, Jerusalem beautifies herself in a red garment. 

²In the book of Daniel, we learn that the king dressed himself in purple, and in the Psalms, it is mentioned that the king and the queen are robed in purple. 

³ It is mentioned in the Song of Songs and the Book of Jeremiah. In iconography, it is used for the robes of martyrs and prophets. 

 

https://youtu.be/umalXRucLok
https://youtu.be/pdM64P7w8Hk
http://www.orthodox.cn/catechesis/iconhistory_en.htm%20/l%20_ftn1%20/o
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After almost 6 months away, children across the parish are 

back in the classroom. But what did they miss most during 

lockdown? Face to face learning?  Time with friends?  Or 

even school  dinners? We asked local school children for 

their opinion  “Seeing my friends, school 

trips and P.E.”   Finn, 7 

“Break time! We have so much amaz-

ing play equipment at our school and I 

love seeing my friends.” Josh, 9 

“Everyone is back together.” 

Isobel, 9 

“Eating in the classroom because we play first and then eat our 

lunch, giving us more time to eat.” Emily, 7 

“Seeing my friends after such a 

long time”   Hana, 8  

News fom St Dunstan’s School 

We are so very grateful to Mr Blackman, one of our dads, for making us this beautiful crib for our 

Nativities.   It is very special.                  Thank you.   

                Charity and Justice  -  Mrs H Robbins 

At St Dunstan’s our mission is to be a caring and compassionate Catho-

lic community where everything we do is founded in gospel values.   

Educating our children to be good people, who have a strong sense of moral purpose and a  

commitment to using their gifts and talents to create peace in our world, and to act                

compassionately to those in need, is our highest   priority.      

An important part of this is the work we do for charities throughout the school year.   In the  

autumn term, we will be focusing on local charities, including Woking Foodbank and the         

Woking Lions Club.    By focusing on those in need who are closest to us, we will be  supporting 

our children to truly understand what it means to “love thy neighbour as   thyself” (Mark 12:31} 

Nativity and Advent Liturgies 

This year we have an exciting opportunity to try something different for our children and how 

they share the important Advent message with their families.    We won’t be able to plan for 

our Christmas Nativities as we would normally.   Due to social   distancing requirements and 

the need to keep children in “bubbles” it has given us the opportunity to think of different 

ways of celebrating what Christmas means to us. 

Classes will be creating a recorded liturgy and message about the true meaning of Christmas 

for their families.   The theme of their liturgy will be one of joy and hope   The liturgies will be 

uploaded onto the children’s password protected Google Classroom platform.   We will provide more details about this nearer 

the time.   We will also be welcoming the Wintershall Education Team to St Dunstan’s in December.   The children will enjoy a 

workshop on our school grounds titled “Journey to Bethlehem” led by talented actors and joined by real animals. 

We are really looking forward to this special time of year for the children and the school community.  
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“I like going to school in my PE kit as less time getting 

changed and I can get to my next lesson time.” Eliza, 14 

“Meeting my new teacher- Miss Wyeth. She makes us do 

tonnes of work, but she is one of the nicest teachers I 

have ever had and its lot of fun.” Alex,7 

“The absolutely best thing is seeing 

my friends again.” Katie, 13 

“I have started at a new school for sixth form and it has been 

strange as I am not in an environment that I am used to. I miss 

my friends back at SJB, as the majority stayed on at sixth form 

there, but it has been an amazing learning  experience. Going into 

a sixth form college where they have already fully formed friend-

ships was hard to start with, but people were very welcoming 

and warm. They have made it easy to fit into my new school.”       

Marianne, 16 

“Everything”    

Jack, 6  

“I missed school dinners. Especially 

the fish fingers and butterscotch  

biscuits”  Jack, 6  

“Being with my friends again and 

doing work with my teacher. It’s 

all good fun.” Ivy, 7 

“Playing with my friends and happy 

to see my teacher Miss Fail” Sarah, 7 

Pope Francis established 1 September as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of      

Creation, encouraging the Catholic community around the world to pray for our      

common home. The day is inspired by his landmark encyclical “Laudato Si’, which calls 

on "every person living on this planet" to care for our shared Earth. He calls us all to 

celebrate this opportune moment to “reaffirm [our] personal vocation to be stewards 

of creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our 

care, and to implore his help for the protection of creation, as well as his pardon for the 

sins committed against the world in which we live.”                   

 Stephen Davies/CAFOD 

Prayer for Our World Creator 

“God, who made our beautiful world, appointed us as its guardians 

and gifted us with everything we need, forgive us for the times we 

cause it harm; for the times our way of life affects our neighbours. 

Inspire us to care for the environment; to help rebuild lives and  

communities; to share in the griefs and anxieties, joys and hopes of 

all your people, Amen” 

CAFOD: Care of Creation 



24 

I am old enough to associate ‘Anointing’ with ’extreme unction’ (Last Rites) & 

dying. Fr Peter, standing at the foot of my hospital bed, knew this and opened 

up with, “I have a very special blessing that the Church offers to someone in 

your situation!”. At the time I was in the Acute Surgical Ward, in agony, 

scheduled for surgery and so grateful that he had come. If I could have drawn 

breath without pain I would have giggled.                                                                                                                       

Just weeks earlier, prior to another operation, Father had kindly explained to 

me that, “You don’t have to wait to receive the Sacrament of the Sick”. He 

knew I had undergone many operations under General Anaesthetic with 

more to come so he explained the benefits to me. Whether he was right about me crossing into my senior years was IMHO up 

for debate, but he assured me that if in doubt, request the sacrament. Jesus healed people; the Church heals people today. 

As part of the liturgical reforms of the Second Vatican Council the opportunity was taken to re-establish the sacrament in the 

early church understanding and practice. It was not exclusively used for those who were old or dying.  

The VATII document “Sacrosanctum Concilium” teaches that the appropriate time for a Catholic to receive the sacrament 

begins when he or she is old or sick.  

Explicitly in the Letter of James (5:13-15), James instructs “the presbyters of the Church to pray over & anoint a sick person 

with oil in the name of the Lord” and that is the pattern the Church follows when ministering this sacrament today.  

The Catechism (CCC1520-1523) teaches that this healing is primarily spiritual. The anointing uniting the recipient to Christ 

in His passion, giving the Graces of strength, peace & courage to face the difficulties as well as final perseverance. 

What Fr Peter also explained is that in receiving the sacrament you are also absolved from your sins. It’s important to have 

your spiritual life and faith taken care of when you face medical procedures with a lot of unknowns. You will have enough   

challenges to face after surgery. To be able to face it with the Graces of peace, confidence & a clean slate is wonderful. God has 

always taken care of me and He is with me now. 

I had once before received the sacrament in church, after Mass, with my family. I was receiving now in an acute ward with six 

beds divided by thin blue curtains. Everyone in the ward heard Fth.Peter administering the sacrament in the early hours of the 

morning. Each patient was facing major surgery with no certainty of a positive outcome. I witnessed patients either side of me 

profoundly moved by Fth. Peter’s anointing. One to gather the strength to say a final farewell to his family, the other to face 

the amputation of both legs later that day. They both spoke to me before my discharge. 

We are Blessed to have a priest whose calling includes a real desire, a special obligation, a powerful part of his ministry, to 

bring Christ’s healing message to His children in this sacrament. So, if you are crossing into your senior years or facing medical 

challenges talk to Father and arrange to receive the sacrament. Do not wait for your last breadths to call the presbytery which 

is 20 minutes away. It is a gift offered by the Church. I am grateful to have received it more than once. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick by Miles Harvey 
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Help Needed 

 

 

CAFOD would very much like you to browse 

their World Gifts website: https://

worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/.   

WHY NOT GET YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFTS OR-

DERED NOW. 

 

 

 

 

Also if you like Quiz sessions why not go 

online on 10 October and look at the plans 

for world food events as well as online ac-

tivities. 

Here is the website:  

https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-

Fast-Day 

Enjoy yourselves and help others who des-

perately need our help. 

 

As you know we have extended Adoration on Mondays and some of us are  praying especially during that 

time for the work of CAFOD.  Please do join us in that way too. 

 

 

Finally if you would like any infor-

mation about how to make a legacy 

in your will for CAFOD’s  wonderful 

work why not phone Hannah Cald-

well on her direct line 020 7095 5367 

 

Thank you for your generosity and love to our brothers and sisters  

who have so little.   May God bless you all.                Elizabeth Wallace 

 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day
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MEDIA & COMMUNICATION NEWS 

Minutes  of the Communication Team Meeting (via Zoom) 

Present: Fr Simon Hall, Mark Potter, Claire Dane, Zoe Lightfoot, Karin Harvey, Alix Le Marchant Dane, Kevin Wallace  

Website/Live-Streaming 

Kevin provided us with some average numbers to compare streaming figures before and during lockdown, and after public 

Masses had resumed:   

 Weekends  Weekdays  

Before lockdown  300-800  50  

During lockdown  3800  500  

After public Masses resumed  1200  250  

Streaming has been particularly useful post-lockdown 

for funerals and First Holy Communions, where greater 

numbers than have wished to participate than it is    

currently possible to accommodate safely in the church.  

Many positive messages of thanks have been sent in via 

the website and we know that we have provided a life-

line connection for some. 

Several group members agreed that they held initial reservations about live streaming when the idea was first proposed by 

Fr Peter, but that this period has allayed these reservations.  Fr Simon stated that Fr Peter had made a courageous decision 

and wanted to recognise Fr Peter’s prescient leadership in this area.   

Diversity 

“As Catholics we recognise that racism is an evil which must be opposed; we all have a responsibility for actively promoting  

racial justice. Whenever we ignore racism or dismiss BAME people’s experience of it, we are complicit in violations of human 

dignity. We pray for God’s help to overcome racism in all its forms and that we might protect everyone who suffers its           

consequences. We are all made in God’s image.”  

– Bishops Conference of England and Wales (CBEW) statement on Racial Justice 

The Communications Group would welcome anyone with an interest in Media and Communications, who can advise us how 

we can communicate better with the different nationalities from our community. 

We propose to invite representatives of the different cultural communities within the Parish to a Communications meeting 

to give them an idea of what we do and for them to give us an idea of how they or members of their communities can enrich 

our work  

Magazine 

Zoe reported that she has not been short of content during the COVID pandemic.  There have been lots of positive stories and 

she is now working on the third issue since the beginning of the pandemic and it is filling up well.  The advertising base is      

currently unchanged.  Zoe recognises that we are unlikely to take on more advertisers, given the economic climate, but that 

the current base, which includes funeral directors, solicitors should be secure.  We are currently printing fewer copies so     

currently the magazine is breaking even.     

It was not possible to arrange a work experience placement during lockdown, but a virtual placement may be possible for 

2021 and is to be explored further with the SJB. 

Reaching out to the isolated 

Zoe raised the subject of ensuring that newsletters/magazines could be made available to members of the parish who have no 

internet access or printing technology. We discussed ways in which we as a parish might be able to identify those who would 

appreciate having a newsletter or magazine delivered to them. 

Mark suggested putting a note in the newsletter and magazine asking for people to come forward who would benefit from a 

delivery via the parish office.  Mark suggested contacting SVP and the Road Wardens.  
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Kevin said that in terms of set up, it would be possible to nominate an email address for any group in the Parish that wanted 

one.  Some of the groups that have expressed an interest include:  

Communications 

Youth 

Alpha 

Magazine 

Sacramental programmes (marriage guidance, confirmations, RCIA etc.)  

Church groups such as the SVP, as well specific responsibilities (i.e. safeguarding@stdunstans.org)  

 

ROC – Redeeming Our Communities 

Mark reported that this initiative is moving ahead despite COVID restrictions.  The original session was held at Trinity         

Methodist Church and included representatives from the various charities active in our town, the different churches and      

religious groups, the different council bodies, the police, emergency services and our MP.  This meeting led to the setting up of 

working groups to address some of the different areas of our community that need extra support/improvement. Mark will  

inform us when there is feedback for us to act or report on or ways in which the parish can get involved. 

Deanery Communications 

Fr Simon confirmed that as the Parishes in our Deanery adjust to the current situation, it is probably not the right time to move 

forward with trying to establish a Deanery-wide Communications group.  We will look at this later when the time is right. 

Ecumenical Issues 

Mark reminded us that it is important for us to remember that St Dunstan’s also has a relationship with the other churches in 

Woking and we should think about how the wider Christian community in our town are adjusting to the pandemic and how 

they have coped during lockdown.  Were they streaming?  Or Zooming?  Some ministers, as we know, were unable to stream 

services from their church buildings but broadcast from their homes instead.  Have all the other Christian churches restarted 

their public liturgies?  We think that the answer is not all.  We noted that Bishop Richard had received a note of thanks from 

the Bishop of Chichester for keeping Catholic Churches open.  Have any of the churches resumed their family services, or     

children’s liturgies?  What can we learn from each other in this time? 

Altar Servers 

Alix noted that the COVID disruption to this year’s First Communion programme has also meant that the usual training sessions 

for new altar servers have not been able to go ahead.  She expressed a concern that there will be fewer altar servers from this 

particular year group.   

She proposed that altar server training should be made available as soon as it is safe to do so and that the young people 

who are undertaking First Holy Communion should be made aware that this opportunity will be available to them in the 

future.   

Parish Life Resumes under COVID 

Fr Simon noted that the Alpha programme finished on Zoom and that two baptism preparation classes have already taken 

place via Zoom.  Parish life is adapting to the current situation and there are ongoing discussions on how to progress so that we 

are still moving forward as a Parish.   

Thanks for Alix 

Alix is now studying Politics and Sociology at Exeter University, although she will be streaming Mass from our church.  Fr 

Simon took the opportunity to wish Alix well and thank her for her contributions to the life of the Parish, not only as a   

member of the Communications Group, but also for her ten years as an altar server.   

Social Media/Contact details 

The Communications Group is in agreement that it would be useful to have parish email addresses for key groups and contacts 

within the Parish.  We have noted before the disadvantage of having all emails going into the one Parish email account 

(volume of work for those monitoring it) and the understandable reluctance that many people have of advertising their per-

sonal email address as a point of contact.  

mailto:safeguarding@stdunstans.org
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A Prayer for the Unemployed 

O God, who made us in Your image and intended us 

for creative work, look with love on those who are 

unemployed. 

Help us to enjoy life together with those who have 

work, and to understand what kind of help we need 

to give one  another, whether in paid employment 

or not. 

Guide the leaders of our country, that they may 

make wise decisions which will benefit us all. 

Finally, we ask you, Lord, to guide us in the 

knowledge that we all have worth in ourselves, and 

that we are all of equal value in Your eyes. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen 

Robert McGinty 

Chartered Accountant 

 Self-Assessment tax Returns   

 Small Company Accounts for Companies 

House   

 Small Company tax returns to file with 

HMRC 

 Charity Accounts     

 Independent Examiner  

 Estate Work 

 - Personal Tax 

 - Inheritance Tax 

 - Probate 
         

Tel 01483 762075                         Mob 07751546514                        

      Email       rga.mcginty@gmail.com         

No High street office, no VAT, no % based charges means competitive rates agreed                

in    advance 

       MEDIA & COMMUNICATION NEWS 
Magazine update                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Until further notice we will continue to print the magazine in reduced numbers, given the lower than usual attendance within 

the church. Please remember the magazine is also available to download at https://st-dunstans.org/  

The Summer Parish Magazine, published on-line in July, has been downloaded just over 1066 times, as of 28th September. The 

number of downloads for the Easter edition, within a similar time frame, was 825.  

As we face the prospect of more restrictions, some members of the Parish may once again feel that visiting the church is no 

longer a viable option. Therefore, we would like to invite people to request a magazine for either themselves or for a mem-

ber of the community that they feel would benefit from receiving a copy. 

Streaming                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Approximately 1000 viewers accessed our streaming services over the weekend, with between 250-300 on weekdays. Since 6th 

July we have welcomed parishioners back into the church for services and numbers attending grew steadily, although we are 

still within the “safe” limit on attendance.  

First Holy Communions have taken place via streaming (and recorded) for those unable to attend in person, whilst family and 

friends for each candidate are necessarily restricted.  

BBC Radio 4                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

For the Sound of Church bells ringing around the country, visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006sgsh                                      

Live on Sundays at 5:43 and available for streaming anytime.  

Art                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

There is a wonderful and profound narrative on Masac-

cio's painting 'Saints Jerome and John the Baptist' at the 

National      Gallery, to celebrate 2020’s dedicated The 

God Who Speaks: Year of the Word. https://www.bing.com/

videos/search? 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

mailto:rga.mcginty@gmail.com
https://st-dunstans.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006sgsh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1fILr7X21Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1fILr7X21Q
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=The+God+Who+Speaks%3a+Year+of+the+Word&qpvt=The+God+Who+Speaks%3a+Year+of+the+Word&view=detail&mid=923403A30E7B3DD8BAD9923403A30E7B3DD8BAD9&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DThe%2BGod%2BWho%2BSpeaks%253a%2BYear%2Bof
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=The+God+Who+Speaks%3a+Year+of+the+Word&qpvt=The+God+Who+Speaks%3a+Year+of+the+Word&view=detail&mid=923403A30E7B3DD8BAD9923403A30E7B3DD8BAD9&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DThe%2BGod%2BWho%2BSpeaks%253a%2BYear%2Bof
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St. Dunstan’s SVP celebrates its 50th Anniversary by Tony Sims  

On the 8th December 1970, as the temperature hovered just above freezing and with power blackouts 

threatened, ten parishioners gathered in St. Dunstan’s parish room for the first meeting at Woking of the Saint 

Vincent de Paul Society (SVP). The meeting opened with prayers and Fr. Seamus Hester providing a spiritual 

reading, surely pertinent to the day’s feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

Founded in Paris in 1833 by Bl. Frederic Ozanam, a 20-year-old student, and six friends St. Dunstan’s was joining a lay  organi-

sation which today is represented in 153 countries by 800,000 members and in England and Wales by 1,000 Conferences and a 

membership of 10,000. But why did the group of friends select St. Vincent de Paul as the patron saint of their new society?  

In the days when they were formulating how best to reach the poor and destitute of Paris, they were encouraged and          

supported by Bl. Sister Rosalie Rendu, a Daughter of Charity, who dedicated her life to helping the poor. The Daughters of 

Charity was co-founded by St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac who looked to St. Vincent as the inspiration for their 

life works. St. Vincent is often referred to as "The Apostle of Charity" and "The Father of the Poor".  

Each SVP meeting begins with members’ prayers, invoking guidance in all their deliberations and works. Some 50 years ago, 

discussion centred on the distribution of coal and furniture, during a time of industrial unrest, and how best to provide for the 

sick, the lonely, the elderly and those in financial difficulty. In 2020, the nine current members, supported by the generosity of 

St. Dunstan’s parishioners, still consider how best to respond to new requests for help and to the continued support of our 

friends in the community. It is a particularly notable quality of St. Dunstan’s that our clergy and parishioners have always     

displayed steadfast support for the SVP. 

       The values of the SVP are:  

 Respect and love of neighbour,  

 Joy through mission,  

 Personal contact with those in need,  

 Humility and empathy. 

 

Woking SVP is always available to offer 

help. We also welcome prospective new 

members 

Budding history buffs can view a lecture by Prof. Lawrence S. Cunningham of the Univ. of Notre Dame: Blessed Frederic       

Ozanam, Founder of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and Apostle of Charity.  The lecture provides an excellent introduction to 

the life and times of Bl. Frederic Ozanam and will cast a new light on the travails of 2020.  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=by+Prof.+Lawrence+S.+Cunningham+of+the+Univ.+of+Notre+Dame%3a+Blessed+Frederic+Ozanam%

2c&&view=detail&mid=9119BD59139F57D2A8AF9119BD59139F57D2A8AF&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dby%2BProf.%2BLawrence%

2BS.%2BCunningham%2Bof%2Bthe%2BUniv.%2Bof%2BNotre%2BDame%253a%2BBlessed%2BFrederic%2BOzanam%252c%26FORM%3DHDRSC3  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=by+Prof.+Lawrence+S.+Cunningham+of+the+Univ.+of+Notre+Dame%3a+Blessed+Frederic+Ozanam%2c&&view=detail&mid=9119BD59139F57D2A8AF9119BD59139F57D2A8AF&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dby%2BProf.%2BLawrence%2BS.%2BCunni
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=by+Prof.+Lawrence+S.+Cunningham+of+the+Univ.+of+Notre+Dame%3a+Blessed+Frederic+Ozanam%2c&&view=detail&mid=9119BD59139F57D2A8AF9119BD59139F57D2A8AF&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dby%2BProf.%2BLawrence%2BS.%2BCunni
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=by+Prof.+Lawrence+S.+Cunningham+of+the+Univ.+of+Notre+Dame%3a+Blessed+Frederic+Ozanam%2c&&view=detail&mid=9119BD59139F57D2A8AF9119BD59139F57D2A8AF&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dby%2BProf.%2BLawrence%2BS.%2BCunni
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ST DUNSTAN’S PARISH, WOKING  (01483) 760652 

 

Parish Priest:   Fr Peter Andrews    Assistant Priest:  Fr Simon Hall     Permanent Deacon:    Rev Russell Young  

Italian Chaplains: Fr Elio Alberti and Fr Giandomenico Ziliotto.    01483 714440 

 

MASS TIMES    

St Dunstan’s, Shaftesbury Road, Woking, Surrey GU22 7DT 

Saturday:  6.00pm 

Sunday:  9.00am,  10.30am,   5.30pm  Italian: 12 Noon 

Weekdays:  10.00am (unless otherwise stated in the Parish Newsletter) 

 

Sacrament of the Sick and Sacrament of the Eucharist 

Please notify the Parish Office  if you know of someone who should receive the Sacrament  of the Sick, or anyone 

who is unable to get  to Church and would like to receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist.   Please also let us know 

about any parishioner  entering hospital or a nursing home. 

SCHOOLS 

          St Dunstan’s Primary (4-11)       St John the Baptist (11-18) 

          Head:   Mrs Julianne Birch             Head:   James Granville Hamshar 

                 (01483) 715190                            (01483) 729343 

PARISH TEAM  

Fr Peter Andrews, Fr Simon Hall, Deacon Russell Young 

Karin Harvey   Parish Co-ordinator   01483 760652  

Joe Dunne   Finance   01483 762674  

Mark Potter   Ecumenism and   01483 772981  

   Public Relations  

Adrian Sharman  Protection of the   01483 761666  

   Vulnerable  

Mary Smith   Liturgy, Prayer and   01483 760652  

   Adult Formation   

Fernanda Mee Youth Ministry  01483 760652  

Emilia Aina  Italian Community  01932 353883  

Julianne Birch  St Dunstan’s School  01483 715190 

   (Head Teacher) 

Michele Harrison St John the Baptist   01483 429343  

   School (Chaplain) 

Mary Cooper       01483 760652  

John Sexton      01483 721569 

PARISH ORGANISATION  

Parish Secretary  Elizabeth Lucek    01483 760652  

Sacristan   Ena Penny          01483 763676  

PARISH FINANCE  

Finance Committee  Joe Dunne   01483 762674  

Gift Aid Organiser  Ian White  01932 340747  

GROUPS AND ASSOCIATIONS  

Justice and Peace   Kate Levy   07788 838784  

A.P.F. (Foreign Missions)   

    Rafaela McGinty  01483 762075  

St Vincent de Paul   Tony Sims   07947 714139  

Churches Together    Mark Potter   01483 772981  

Catenian Association   Thomas Pfann  01483 720323  

CAFOD      Audra Schlachter 07834 400919  

Whose Who 
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SUNDAY MASS CO-ORDINATORS  

6.00pm   Teresa Bullen   01483 838428  

   Freda Ballam   01483 765762 

   William Lines    01483 772935 

9.00am   Jackie Clements  01483 764069  

   Felicity Grubb   01483 832628  

10.30am   Christopher Okon   01483 762982  

   Ian White    01932 340747  

   Herbie Chappell   01483 830141  

   Jacinta Moore   01932 873201  

5.30pm   Ian Hutchinson   01483 854897  

   Kristin Wolfe    07918 738452  

   Lara Pereira    01483 756278  

MUSIC  

9.00am   Kevin Wallace   01932 351064  

10.30am   Roger Nuttall    01483 837486  

5.30pm   Stephen Byrne   01483 760181  

PREPARATION PROGRAMMES  

Baptism  Rev Russell Young   07807 765417  

First Communion   

  Mary Smith    01483 760652  

  Andrew Cranmer   01483 720840  

Confirmation   

  Fernanda Mee   01483 760652  

Marriage and Family Life & Pre-Marriage  

  Rev Russell &   01483 760652 

  Christine Young   

  Michael & Julia Derrick  

  Ed and Donna Hunt   

Children’s Liturgy   

  Ann Cunningham  07903 494028 

Altar Servers   

  Mike Runswick   01483 768809  

  Billie Preston    01483 724581 

RCIA   Mary Smith    01483 760652  

COMMUNITY  

Hospitality Group   Mary Beamish  01483 830361  

Italian Community   Franca Nigrelli  01483 760043  

Woking Irish Association  Kathy Howarth  01483 764770  

Grandparents Group  Sue Grimmer   01483 714741  

Toddler Group   Jane Potter   01483 772981  

Afternoon Club   Marion Golding 01483 776706 

Film Club    Parish Office   01483 760652  

Polish Community   Elizabeth Szwed  01483 727288  

Kerala Community   Wilson Kannookaden 07986 933667 

Italian Community   Emelia Aina   01932 353883  

African Community   Catherine Emerson  01483 821992  

Senior Lunches   Chris Peacock  01483 766913  

Icon Workshops   Dorota Cranmer  07505 255863  

Needles & Crafts Club  Martine Young  01483 760652 

Alpha    Deacon Russell 07308 952908 

Evangelisation  Mary Smith  01483 760652 

Communications Team Claire Dane  01483 760652  

Please call the Parish Office (01483 760652) if you are a contact person for any activity not listed here or if you can provide 

information on who is the contact.  

MISCELLANEOUS  

COFFEE ROTA  

9.00am  John & Janet Fitzgerald  01483 829429  

10.30am  Dee Campbell   01483 767535  

Flower Arranging   

  Chris Peacock   01483 766913  

Church Cleaning   

  Chris Peacock   01483 766913  

Car Parking  Ray Smyth    01483 724074  

Church Garden   

  Vince Gradwell   01483 724777  

Repository  Mary McKendry   01483 771851  

Caretaker  Pepe Sole    01483 760652  

Transport to Mass   

  Mary & Tony Box   01483 725786 

Parish Magazine  

  Zoe Lightfoot   01483 760652  
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR  BUSINESS HERE? 

 
 Circulation of over 1350 

 Competitive rates 

 Increasing online audience 

 Local reach 

  

         Contact the editor  

  woking@abdiocese.org.uk 

 




