
St Dunstan’s Woking – Preparation for Infant Baptism 
2022/23—Provisional Dates 

 

¨ Please note that these dates are provisional and may be 
subject to change. 

¨ The celebra ons of bap sm take place at 1.30pm and, if 
numbers dictate, also at 2.45pm on designated Saturdays.  

¨ The Rite of Welcome element of the service will be 
conducted within the context of the Sunday Mass that 
you normally a end. This will be explained in detail on 
the course. 

¨ Parents and Godparents are expected to show evidence 
of their own Bap sm, usually a copy of the Cer ficate of 
Bap sm (obtainable from the Church where you 
celebrated Bap sm). Please arrange this before 
a ending the course. 

 

  Closing date 
for 
application 

First 
evening 

Second 
evening  

Saturday 
Celebration
of Baptism 

Course 1 1 January 10 January 17 January 11 February 
11 March 

Course 2 5 March 14 March 21 March 15 April 
6 May 

Course 3 30 April 9 May 16 May 10 June 
08 July 

Course 4 2 July 11 July 18 July 12 August 
9 September 

Course 5 3 September 12 September 19 September 7 October 
11 November 

Course 6 5 November 14 November 21 November 9 December 
13 January 2024 

St Dunstan’s Parish 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS 
 

February 2023 - January 2024 

A NEW BABY? 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

The birth of a child brings joy to a family. It 

also brings joy to our parish community. 

We look forward very much to celebra ng 

with you the gi  of new life and sup-

por ng you as you begin to share your 

Catholic faith with your son or daughter. 

Bap sm marks the beginning of that jour-

ney. Welcome! 



Understanding Bap sm 

Perhaps it is not surprising that many of us have never reflected much on 
what bap sm is—because those bap sed in infancy usually have no 
memory of the event. But it is a wonderfully rich and life-changing 
moment.  In bap sm ... 
 
¨ We give thanks to the Father, the Creator, the Source of our life, 

and celebrate the fact that the person being bap sed is made in 
the image and likeness of God. 

¨ We bring ourselves to Jesus and ask him to teach us the Good 
News, so that our lives may themselves become good news. 

¨ We open ourselves to the Spirit who descended on Jesus at his 
own bap sm and who wishes to inspire us to live fully and to love 
generously. 

¨ We acknowledge ‘Sin’, the brokenness of reality, and our need for 
God’s grace in order to be able to live well.  

¨ We do what Chris ans have done for  2,000 years, since the first 
Easter, celebra ng our entry into the Church and our calling to live 
as brothers and sisters, signs of hope in our divided world. 

 
Star ng Over 

Our bap sm is a ‘New Crea on’. We are ’born again’, as Jesus tells 
Nicodemus (Jn 3). In other words, bap sm is about new beginnings. It 
may be hard to make sense of that language when it is applied to li le 
children, whose story has only just begun. But it certainly applies to their 
parents. Who doesn’t look at the world differently once they have 
welcomed an infant into the family? You are caught up in the mystery of 
Crea on in a new way.  
 
Let the experience refashion you. Let your child’s bap sm be a fresh start 
in living your faith. You want your child to share in the goodness that you 
received in your own upbringing— so now it’s up to you to ‘own’ that 
goodness. As you will be told during the celebra on of bap sm: “You are 
to be the first educators of your child in the ways of faith. May you be 
also the best of educators, sharing faith by all you say and do.” Do not be 
afraid! The parish family will support you in that task.  

Who May Be Bap sed 

If one or both parents are members of the Catholic Church, then we can 
help you to prepare for your child’s bap sm. (If neither parent is a 
Roman Catholic, then we invite you to begin the journey to your own 
bap sm or recep on into the Church before bringing your children to 
bap sm.) 
 

Bap sm—Gi  & Challenge 
 
Chris ans choose to live differently, basing our lives on God’s 
Commandments and on Jesus’ teaching. Are you ready for that 
challenge? If so, then celebra ng bap sm with you will be a great joy. 
 

Next Steps 
 
¨ Come and see! Worship with us. Stay for coffee a er Mass. Come 

to the Toddlers’ Group, check out what’s on. Get involved … And 
please never be self-conscious about the fact that children make 
noises in quiet moments. It’s what they do! They are very welcome. 

 
¨ Then fill in a registra on form for bap sm. We run a short course 

over two evenings every couple of months, a er which we 
welcome the children and their families at the mass the family 
normally a end ahead of the bap sm. (See dates overleaf.)  

 
¨ Consider adding a saint’s name to your child’s names if they do not 

already have a patron saint. 
 
¨ Think about whom to choose as godparents (one of whom must be 

a confirmed Roman Catholic): Who is an example of faith to you 
and will support you on the road ahead? But please DON’T make 
social arrangements un l your place on the course and date of 
bap sm have been confirmed by the parish office. 

 
¨ We’ll share more ideas about bap sm and show you how we 

celebrate it on the prepara on course. We’re here to support you. 


